Sapperton and Frampton Mansell Parish Council
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING
Held on Tuesday 8 September 2026 at 7.00pm in Sapperton Village Hall
	Present
	Councillor Sarah Osborn Smith
Councillor Mike Cameron Davis
Councillor Sara Taylor
Councillor Daniel Janocka
Councillor Caroline Tiley
Councillor Charlotte Patch
Councillor Alex Allen
Parish Clark  Emma Kerr Muir
District Councillor Julia Judd.

	Apologies
	Apologies were noted Cllr Mark Harris

	Note
	These are abbreviated draft minutes prepared from the meeting transcript and organised using the Parish Council agenda structure.



	Item
	Minute
	Actions / follow-up

	1
	Attendees and acceptance of apologies
- The meeting was attended by the Chair, parish councillors, the Clerk and District Councillor Julia Judd.
- Apologies were noted from Cllr Mark Harris. No members of the public attended.
	None recorded.

	2
	Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting
- The minutes of the meeting held in July 2026 were approved and signed.
	None recorded.

	3
	Public forum
- No members of the public were present and no matters were raised.
	None recorded.

	4
	Declarations of interest
- A councillor declared that a formal complaint alleging a breach of the Councillors’ Code of Conduct had been made in connection with the Sapperton playing field matter. The complaint had been referred to the Monitoring Officer and a response submitted. The Council noted that the formal process should now take its course.  The council stated they would be happy to provide a letter of support if required
	None recorded pending the Monitoring Officer’s process.

	5
	County and District Council reports
- District Councillor Julia Judd reported uncertainty over local government reorganisation and devolution following recent Government developments.
- The Cotswold District Local Plan consultation was under way. Concern was expressed that the proposed housing requirement was undeliverable and could lead to development in locations lacking suitable roads, schools, water, drainage and employment infrastructure.
- Planning in Principle applications were discussed, including the need to assess whether a viable and acceptable detailed design could subsequently be achieved.
- The review of polling stations was discussed. The parish’s informal comments had been passed to the relevant officer. Councillors noted the competing considerations of cost, accessibility, public transport and maintaining participation in elections.
- The land by the Glebe which is proposed to be used for the playground was discussed
- Planning enforcement pressures and the continuing concerns relating to Jolly Nice, including lighting and possible unauthorised development, were discussed.
	Council to consider seeking confirmation that the Jolly Nice enforcement matter remains under investigation.

Julia to work on getting funds for land by Glebe land

	6
	Finance
- The Chair reported that a formal complaint had been made to Lloyds because banking access remained unresolved. Although authority to access the account had been accepted, the necessary card and effective online access had not been provided.
- Outstanding KP grounds-maintenance invoices were reviewed and approved for payment. The Chair will make payment and reclaim the expenditure once banking access was restored.
- Other invoices were reviewed. Three were approved. The SLCC membership invoice was held over pending confirmation of the revised amount for Sapperton and Frampton Mansell Parish Council alone, following the end of the shared arrangement with another parish.
- The Council agreed that future banking arrangements should provide access for at least two people. Emma and Mike were identified for day-to-day payment access, while the Chair would retain appropriate signatory authority.
- The annual accounts were substantially prepared, but bank statements after 10 February remained unavailable. Given the 14 September deadline, the Council agreed to submit the available material and provide outstanding bank evidence when access was restored.  An audit will need to be done prior to submission.
	Chair to continue Lloyds complaint and pay approved KP invoices. 

Clerk to obtain a revised SLCC invoice and progress the annual return with the external auditor. 



	7
	Planning
- No new planning applications requiring a formal response were identified.
- The Council discussed continuing planning and enforcement concerns at Jolly Nice, including retrospective applications, lighting and nearby residential impacts.
	Council to monitor applications and enforcement developments.

	8
	Clerk’s report
- Existing snow warden arrangements were confirmed. Salt-bin levels would be checked, existing salt redistributed and additional salt ordered, preferably in manageable sacks. Secure local storage would be used where available.
- Cainscross Parish Council had requested information about refurbishment of the Sapperton telephone box. It was understood that BT refurbished it before adoption; information about the replacement stickers would be supplied.
- The Council supported investigating a vehicle-activated speed indicator for Sapperton. A suitable location, Highways approval, application costs and possible grant funding would need to be established.
- Road-closure notices had been diverted to spam. The relevant Streetworks sender would be added as a trusted contact.
	Mike to check grit stocks and place an order

Clerk to provide telephone-box information to Cainscross

 

Dan to prepare the Highways application information for a speed indicator.

	9
	Parish Councillor reports
- The Council reviewed its online presence. The current .gov.uk website was functioning, but older sites and directory listings still linked to obsolete pages and an old Gmail address. These would be corrected or redirected where possible.
- Zoho WorkDrive was considered for parish cloud storage because it integrates with the existing parish email service and offers three users. The Council approved the annual subscription, subject to completing the billing arrangements.
- Councillors were advised to enable two-factor authentication on parish email accounts following overseas login alerts associated with one account.
- Cowcombe Hill works had been postponed until November 2027, subject to the outcome of an inspection expected in October. The proposed closure remained six months.
- The new Frampton Mansell noticeboard had been installed and a new playground bench delivered. Payment remained outstanding.
- Progress on the VAT refund would require access to the relevant Government Gateway account and contact with HMRC.
- The remaining Frampton Mansell playground equipment required refurbishment. A further quotation would be obtained.
- Highways proposals for drainage works in Frampton Mansell were discussed. Updated plans were awaited and affected residents would need to be consulted before work began.
- The road beside the railway remained closed because of collapse and erosion. A permanent closure or conversion to a public right of way was suggested as a more proportionate outcome than major reconstruction, while retaining any necessary private access.
- The temporary closure of the unsurfaced route had substantially reduced unauthorised four-wheel-drive and motorcycle use. The preferred long-term option was to consider downgrading the route to bridleway status rather than funding a seasonal traffic regulation order and gates.
- Overhanging vegetation and hedges at several locations were discussed. Landowners and volunteers would be approached where appropriate.
- The Council noted with sadness the recent death of a Frampton Mansell resident.
	Clerk to look for passwords for old websites

Mike to monitor Cowcombe Hill arrangements. 


Clerk to progress VAT access. 

Further playground quotation to be obtained. 

Relevant landowners to be contacted concerning vegetation.

correct website/directory links; establish Zoho WorkDrive; and improve email security.

	10
	Land at the back of the Glebe, Sapperton
- The Council received a positive update on the possibility of using the land behind the Glebe for children’s play provision. Land Registry plans and title information were available, and the site appeared large enough for a useful play area.
- Nearby residents consulted to date were supportive, including households with children. The site appeared unsuitable for housing because access was by footpath only.
- The Council agreed that the present number of young children in the area made this an appropriate time to explore the opportunity and identify possible grant funding.

	Chair to circulate the site information and continue enquiries with the landowner and relevant authority. Council to investigate grant funding and feasibility.

	10.1
	Frampton Mansell Village Hall and playground
- A complaint arising from a private event at Frampton Mansell Village Hall had raised valid access and health-and-safety issues concerning the adjoining playground.
- The Council confirmed that the playground remains a public amenity and is not included in private hire of the hall. Event organisers should make clear that it remains available.
- The playground fence forms part of the inspected and insured play facility. The Council therefore agreed that the fence must not be dismantled to accommodate marquees. Any future marquee must fit wholly within the village hall area without encroaching on the playground.
	Chair to respond to the Village Hall Committee confirming that the playground fence must not be removed and that the playground must remain publicly accessible.

	11
	Next meeting
- The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13 October 2026 at 7.00pm in Frampton Mansell Village Hall.
	None recorded.



Meeting closed: not recorded in transcript
Signed: ............................................................    Dated: ........................................
Draft minutes prepared from the meeting transcript using the agenda issued on 6 September 2026.
